
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1354 

Main Petitioner: Stewart Mackenzie 

Subject: School Curriculum 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to introduce 
‘citizenship’ as a compulsory element of the secondary school curriculum and 
which covers knowledge and an understanding of consumers' rights, the 
roles, duties and responsibilities of the legal profession and the different 
courts systems in relation to civil justice and also human rights legislation. 

Background 

The Scottish school curriculum is advisory, not compulsory.  It has recently 
been reformed as Curriculum for Excellence.  This sets out the purposes of 
education as to enable all young people to become responsible citizens, 
effective contributors, confident individuals and successful learners.  
 
Education for citizenship is not a specific subject but cuts across various 
areas of the curriculum. Issues addressed include human rights, sustainable 
development, peace and conflict resolution, social equality and appreciation of 
diversity. 
 
Experiences and Outcomes are set out in the eight curricular areas.  Social 
studies broadly covers history, geography, society, business and economies.  
They do not specifically mention the structure of the legal system or consumer 
rights.  One of the experiences and outcomes is that pupils will develop 
understanding of the principles of democracy and citizenship through 
experience of critical and independent thinking. 

Scottish Government Action 

The Government has recently led the reform of the Scottish curriculum - 
Curriculum for Excellence, one of the main purposes of which is to create 
responsible citizens.   

Scottish Parliament Action 

The general issue of Curriculum for Excellence has been raised frequently in 
parliamentary questions.  The particular place of citizenship education was 
raised by Shirley Anne-Sommerville, MSP in S3W-14190 in 2008 and by 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1354.htm
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/learningteachingandassessment/learningacrossthecurriculum/globalcitizenship/about/educationforcitizenship/index.asp
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/Images/social_studies_experiences_outcomes_tcm4-539891.pdf
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/Images/social_studies_experiences_outcomes_tcm4-539891.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/Business/PQA/default.aspx?pq=S3W-14190
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Nicola Sturgeon in S2W-18575 in 2005. In reply the Executive and 
Government referred to developments in the Curriculum for Excellence. 

Camilla Kidner 
Senior Research Specialist 
03 September 2010 
 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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